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Message from the Provincial

The Paschal Mystery continues to take flesh in our 
individual and collective lives as Resurrectionists, at 
different moments, places and spaces of our journey. 
Yet, when one reaches down into the well of our 
spirituality, we find places of hope and joy in the 
midst of various moments of our days. In light of 
our strengths, talents, gifts, abilities and graces and 
in the face of our individual weakness, brokenness 
and places of poverty, we struggle to earth the 
Gospel into the flesh of our lives and within the lives 
of others through our various ministries. We seek to 
work toward the Resurrection of society, bringing 
His life and love to all.

Critical to the survival of religious life is our need 
for prayer.  An essential part of our religious life 
is to cultivate a personal relationship with God.  
We need to carve out of our hectic lives or the tedious ordinariness and 
monotony of life the space and place to make ready for the coming of the 
Lord.  Not to pray regularly and faithfully is to be like the foolish virgins 
of the Gospel who had no oil in their lamps as they waited for the coming 
of the groom and his bride.  We have only ourselves to blame if we fail to 
arrive or are unprepared when the time comes.  We continue to encourage 
our membership to take more time for personal prayer and especially 
contemplative prayer.  We seek for our membership to deepen evermore 
in the Lord’s presence and discern the movements of the Spirit within their 
lives so that we may become soaked in God’s will, rather than living out of 
some other motivation or need.

A carpenter needs a selection of tools to complete the task of building his 
project at hand.  We, as religious, need to use the tools available to us to 
build the spiritual life we need to sustain us, encourage us, support us and 
empower us in the mission that Jesus is calling us to.

Fr. Murray McDermott, CR  
Provincial Superior

Fr. Murray McDermott, CR, 
Provincial Superior
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Donors to the Congregation 
share in the following Spiritual 

Benefits:

1.  Daily prayers said in all the 
houses of the Congregation of 
the Resurrection for living and 
deceased benefactors.

2.  One Mass said each month in 
each house of the Congregation 
of the Resurrection for the living 
benefactors.

3.  One Mass said each month in each 
house of the Congregation of the 
Resurrection for the deceased 
benefactors. 

4.  One Mass said annually in 
November in each house of the 
Congregation of the Resurrection 
for the deceased benefactors.

“ If the faithful help even one 
candidate for the priesthood, they 
will fully share in all the future 
masses and in all the fruits of 
sanctity and apostolic works that 
will be his.” Pope Pius XII.

Contributions to the Congregation 
may be sent to:

Congregation of the Resurrection 
Provincial Office, Treasurer 
Resurrection College 
265 Westmount Road North 
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G7

Charitable receipts for income tax 
purposes will be issued to all donors.
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2018 Jubilarian Celebration

This year, on June 15th, the Congregation held its annual 
celebration to recognize the members of the Ontario-Kentucky 
Province who are commemorating significant anniversaries.  

This year, Fr. Florian Stasinski, CR (celebrating 40 years of 
priesthood) and Fr. Fred Scinto, CR (celebrating 50 years 
of priesthood) were honoured. Fr. Murray McDermott, CR, 
Provincial Superior, presided at a special Mass for family, 

friends and fellow Resurrectionists. Fr. Jim Donohue, CR, Vicar 
Provincial, was the homilist. He gave the following reflection:

“Our readings speak timely words to us as we celebrate our 
Jubilarians, Fr. Florian Stasinski, CR (40 years) and Fr. Fred 
Scinto, CR (50 years).  

The background for our first reading (1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16) is that 
Elijah is fleeing for his life from King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. 
Elijah has raised their anger because he was responsible for 
defeating their 400 prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel. Unable 
to entice Baal to consume the sacrifice, the prophets of Baal 
allowed Elijah to call upon the Lord God, who then consumed 
the sacrifice in torrents of fire. While Elijah had shown that the 
Lord God was superior to Baal in every way, he now has to face 
the retribution of Ahab and Elijah…so he is on the run for his 
life.  

On the way, an angel of the Lord told him to go to Mount Horeb 
where God would appear to him. While standing at the mouth 
of the cave, Elijah searches in vain for God in a strong heavy 
wind, in an earthquake, and in fire. But God is not in the strong 
heavy wind. God is not in the earthquake. And God is not in 
the fire. It is small wonder that Elijah is looking for God in 
these mighty manifestations of nature. After all, God had just 
appeared to Elijah at Mount Carmel in the form of fire. And 

Jubilee Mass, June 15th at St. Francis Church, Kitchener
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further, the place where the angel of the Lord 
told Elijah to go is called Mount Horeb, which is 
another name for Mount Sinai. Yes, Mount Sinai 
is the very place where God appeared to Moses in 
the fiery bush and where God provided the Ten 
Commandments to Moses in the midst of wind, 
earthquake, and fire. No wonder Elijah is looking 
for God in these manifestations! 

Interestingly, however, God does not appear 
in these mighty works, but instead appears to 
Elijah in “a tiny whispering sound.” I think any 
of us would be compelled to recognize God in a 
burning bush; it is much more difficult to hear 
God’s voice in “a tiny whispering sound.” When 
we think of our world with its constant noise and 
chatter, it is quite a challenge to cultivate a way of 
hearing God’s voice. Yet, that is what Fr. Fred and 
Fr. Florian have cultivated throughout their entire 
priestly lives. They wanted to hear God’s voice so 
that they could follow Jesus Christ more closely. 
But, that meant that they had to learn how to 
shape their hearing over the course of many years 
to be able to discern God’s voice over the many 
other voices of our world. 

This insight leads us to our gospel reading for 
today (MK 2: 18-22). Mark’s Roman community 
(about 70 AD) is comprised mostly of Gentile 
Christians, but he also has some Jewish Christians 
in his community. The Jewish Christians are 
always complaining that the Gentile Christians 
are not really following Jesus correctly because 
they are not observing all the Jewish food and 
food washing regulations. Mark includes sayings 

of Jesus that address their complaints. Our gospel 
today is a particular passage that Mark includes 
to blunt the criticisms of the Jewish Christians in 
his community in Rome. Jesus says that “no one 
pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the 
wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and 
the skins are ruined. Rather, new wine is poured 
into fresh wineskins” (MK 2: 22). Mark includes 
this saying of Jesus because he is trying to remind 
his Jewish Christians that there is something new 
here -- Jesus -- and this something new cannot be 
repackaged with the old ways. 

When Matthew writes his gospel some fifteen 
years later, he has Mark’s gospel before him. 
But he needs to make some adaptations and to 
include some material that Mark did not have at 
his disposal when Mark wrote his gospel years 
earlier. But Matthew also has a different kind of 
community than Mark and he needs to make 
adaptations that take this into consideration. 
Given that Matthew’s community is comprised 
mainly of Jewish Christians, this saying of Jesus 
might strike Jewish Christians a bit harshly. So, 
Matthew makes a summation of Jesus’ words that 
will help his community in its unique situation: 
“People don’t pour new wine into old wineskins. 
If they do, the skins will burst. The wine will run 
out, and the wineskins will be destroyed. No, 
people pour new wine into new wineskins. Then 
both are saved” (MT 9: 17). 

If we could circle back to our Jubilarians, I think 
the phrase “then both are saved” is an apt one 
to describe the lives and ministry of both Fr. 
Florian and Fr. Fred. Both of these men listened 
intently in their lives so that they could hear “a 
tiny whispering sound” of God’s voice. And this 
“tiny whispering sound” called each of them to do 
something extraordinary: to embrace something 
new while they preserved something old.

...continued on page 4

L-R -- Fr. Jim Donohue, CR, Monsignor Wayne Lobsinger, Fr. 
Murray McDermott, CR, Monsignor Murray Kroetsch
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Fr. Florian was a young priest in Poland -- five years ordained -- 
when his Provincial Superior approached him and asked him to go 
to Canada to minister. There was one important caveat: he would 
never be able to come home if he said “yes.” After all, this was 
long before 1989 when Poland became free of Soviet occupation. 
Despite this, Fr. Florian responded to that “tiny whispering voice” 
and came to Canada. But, he did so in a way where he embraced 
the “new,” but also was able to hand on the “old.” For thirty-five 
years, Fr. Florian has encountered the new that God invited him to 
enter when he came to Canada. But, he has been able to minister 
to Polish people in the Hamilton Diocese throughout these many 
years by assisting people to treasure the Polish language and culture 
as they embraced the new in a different context of Canada. “Then 
both are saved.”

Fr. Fred was a seasoned priest who had laboured in Catholic 
education for years when he was given permission to begin graduate 
studies in Sacred Scripture in Toronto. Everyone who knows Fr. 
Fred knows the passion that he brings to the scriptures and the 
passion that the scriptures inspire in him. Yet, he left this behind 
because he heard “a tiny whispering voice” that asked him to let his 
name stand for leadership in the Ontario-Kentucky Province where 
he served ably as Assistant Provincial and Provincial Superior 
for years. But, as he embraced the new service in leadership, Fr. 
Fred did not leave behind the “old” of his biblical studies because 
his provincial leadership and continued ministry in other areas 
continued to be inspired and guided by Sacred Scripture. “Then 
both are saved.” 

As we celebrate this Eucharist for our Jubilarians, our hearts are moved with praise and gratitude to 
God who has, through the Holy Spirit, helped these men to listen to God’s voice and has given them the 
courage to respond to this voice when God called them to something new. But we also thank God that 
they were led by this same Holy Spirit to infuse their new callings with the old. For this has shaped and 
formed them in ways that has always helped them to conform themselves more closely to our Risen Lord 
in the ministry that they have carried out in His name”. 

Fr. Florian Stasinski, CR reflecting on his 
40 years of priesthood

Fr. Fred Scinto, CR, 50 years a priest, with 
Fr. Murray McDermott, CR.

Apostles of the Resurrection – a Work in Process

By Very Rev. Paul S. Voisin, CR, Superior General

Central to the original thoughts of Bogdan Jański, founder of the Congregation of 
the Resurrection, was that of lay associates who would work for the resurrection of 
society alongside those vowed members of the Community.  In Paris, and then in 
Rome, there were many dedicated Catholic laity who associated with the Community, 

sought the teaching and inspiration of the Founders 
– Bogdan Jański, Peter Semenenko and Jerome 
Kajsiewicz – and wanted to join together with other 
like-minded followers of Jesus to dedicate themselves to 
contributing to the resurrection of society.
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At the General Chapter of 2011 each jurisdiction of 
the Congregation was asked to establish “External 
Brethren”.  Since that time all jurisdictions -- The 
Polish Province, the USA Province the South 
American Region and the Ontario-Kentucky 
Province have all established “External Brethren” 
or “Third Order” like so many other religious 
Congregations have. Not only did Resurrectionists 
respond with enthusiasm to this initiative, but 
many laity also shared in that enthusiasm to 
associate themselves more closely with the life and 
work of the Resurrectionists.

The “Apostles of the Resurrection” of the Ontario-
Kentucky Province have enjoyed three years of life 
under the direction of Fr. Michal Kruszewski (fr.
michal.cr@gmail.com). Other Resurrectionists 
share in the activities and programs of the 
“Apostles”.  At the present time there are twenty 
“Apostles”, who publicly profess their commitment 
to share in this life and work of the Congregation 
annually.  The “Apostles” are a cross section of 
Catholics.  Some are family members, others 
co-workers and colleagues in education and 
pastoral ministry, former students, parishioners, 
and personal friends. Some of you who are reading 
this, receiving the Resurrection Bulletin, are 
among the “Apostles”.

In April 2018, as Superior General, I had the 
opportunity to meet a lay group associated with 
the Congregation, the “Missionary Association of 
the Resurrection”, (‘La Asociación de Misioneros 
de la Resurrección’) in Lima, Peru.  Yes, Lima, 
Peru!  One of the members saw an article online 
about Bogdan Jański, written by our own Fr. 
Ernie Varosi, CR and was inspired by the life and 
teachings of Bogdan Jański. Without ever having 
met a Resurrectionist, they began their group in 
1981, meeting a few times a year to share their 
spirituality, motivated by the Resurrectionist 
spirit.  In 2017 the Secretary General, Fr. Jim 
Gibson, CR gave them a retreat on the Principles of 
Resurrectionist Spirituality in Barranco, a suburb 
of Lima, and in 2018 I gave them a day of reflection 
on the Charism of Hope, and on the visit with 
Pope Francis on June 24, 2017. 

This really made me think.  How is it that these 
lay people in far away Lima, not having known 
any Resurrectionist, could create such a group, 
when laity whom we have known for decades have 
not more closely united themselves to the life and 
ministry of the Congregation?  First of all, before 
the formation of the “Apostles of the Resurrection” 
there was no group to join.  We now have fulfilled 
the dream and plan of Bogdan Jański to see a 
dynamic group of committed Catholics who share 
our Charism and Mission.  

My first challenge is to the Resurrectionists, in 
each and every parish community, to encourage 
and support people under their care, as well as 
their family members and friends, to consider 
becoming associated with the “Apostles” and to 
share in the formation program designed to unite 
them more closely to us.  I count myself among 
those who need to “shake the bushes” and identify 
possible “Apostles”.

My second challenge is to you, our readers – our 
friends, supporters and associates – to consider 
becoming an “Apostle of the Resurrection”.  Our 
present members, from Kitchener-Waterloo 
and area, Brantford and Hamilton, meet a few 
times a year for formation in the Resurrectionist 
spirit.  They also share in various liturgical 
celebrations with the 
Congregation.  Many 
Resurrectionists and 
“Apostles” have taken 

Lay Missionaries of the Resurrection in Peru: Antonio Beny 
Marvaez Lopez, Guzman Vargas Lancho, Victor Normberto 
Baan, Jackson Jumbato Torres, Lili Lirio Katip, Jose Luis 
Pimentel Flores, and Emanuel Lirio Katip
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Our Tanzanian Mission in Buhemba

By Fr. Maciej Braun, CR

Dear Friends,

The Tanzanian mission of the Congregation of the Resurrection was established in 2003. There are several 
parishes. I am currently working in a new parish which used to be part of the bigger Butiama parish. This 
new parish, in which I have been serving since 2014, is witnessing major developments thanks to God and 
the good will of many people. It’s been just 3 years since the local bishop consecrated the church and great 
things have happened ever since.

First, our church building has gotten too small to seat all of us; however, this is a very good sign that 
confirms the longing of the Buhembian people for God. There are several prayer groups and several 
that focus on evangelism: Wawata (women’s group), Uwaka (men’s group), Ututo Mtakatifu (children’s 
group gathering 607 kids from papal missions), Watumikiyaji (altar boys), Kwaya ya Mt. Agostino 
(choir of St Augustine), Chama cha Huruma (mercy group), Chama cha Biblia (bible study group). The 
locals are eager and happy to engage in all sorts of activities concerning, as they like to say, their parish. 
Being the parish priest I am more than content that they regard the parish as theirs, not mine or as the 
property of the congregation, but theirs. This feeling of belonging is extremely important and essential in 
strengthening the community. We are thankful to God for all the great things He has done. And of course 
witnessing this makes my missionary heart joyful.

Second, education. For me it is the second most important goal I have been focusing on since arriving 
in Buhemba. Thanks to the help of many supporters around the 
world we were able to finally invest in the smallest among us and 
build a parish kindergarten. Currently, it welcomes 180 children 
and all of them are part of the spiritual adoption program. Seeing 

... continued from page 5

leadership in this program, sharing with the 
“Apostles” the depth and richness of our traditions 
and heritage.  We believe that we have a gift to 
continue to give to the Church, and to make a 
difference in society.  We cannot do it alone, as 
consecrated Religious, but need the company 
of those who are attracted to our Charism and 
Mission to work with us for the resurrection of 
society. 

I ask you to consider prayerfully this challenge – 
this invitation – and to approach a Resurrectionist 
to find out about the “Apostles of the Resurrection” 
of the Ontario-Kentucky Province.  We need you!  

We wish to share with you who we are, so you may 
share more fully in our life and mission, as sons 
and daughters of Bogdan Jański.  God bless you!

** Please note that the next gathering of the 
Apostles of the Resurrection will be held at St. Louis  
Parish, 53 Allen Street East, Waterloo on Saturday, 
September 8 at 10:00 am. 

Please visit www.resurrectionists.ca for more 
information about the Apostles of the Resurrection.
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kids learning the alphabet, running around playing soccer and seeing their happy faces fills my heart 
with pure joy. I must admit that before starting my daily work in the parish I like to take my cup of coffee, 
wander around the playground and watch them learn and talk. I am very thankful for the support from 
all of you; you made this possible.

Another project is the elementary school already encompassing 10 (!) buildings that have space for 8 
classes, a principal’s office, the big hall and toilets. You can look up the pictures of ongoing construction 
work online via my Facebook page “mojamalawielkamisja” or my private account Maciej Braun CR. My 
big dream is to include all pupils in the spiritual adoption program. As for now, only 5 out of 57 kids have 
been adopted. 

At the moment, there are 19 people 
working for the parish. I fully admit that 
I am not able to cover all my duties in the 
parish, kindergarten and school on my 
own anymore. This is beautiful because it 
means we are growing! I am certain that 
our good Lord is watching us and He, 
Himself, is guiding us. 

My dear friends, thank you for all your 
support. A big thank you goes to the 
priests for their good hearts and who 
are willing to work with us. Thank you 
for every prayer and donation. Without 
you, I would not be able to realize it all 
and further develop our parish. Hence, 
I ask you for a favour: Please help me to 
help others. At the moment, we need to 
furnish the school and kitchen - both 
of which are at a raw state. Mainly, we 
would like to purchase a copy machine 
and computers for the IT classes. If some 
of you would like to help us, I would be 
very grateful!

If you would like more information 
about the spiritual adoption program, 
please contact the editorial team at the 
Provincial Office.

With thoughts and prayers,  
Fr. Maciej Braun CR

Soccer stars of tomorrow!

School children posing with Fr. Maciej in front of their new school.
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Personnel Changes
This summer, the Ontario-Kentucky Province 
announced several changes in personnel in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo area.  We wish these men God’s 
blessings as they begin their new ministries.

On September 1st, Fr. Toby Collins, 
CR, who has been Vocation Director 
for the Ontario-Kentucky Province 
for the past seven years, will take 
on a new role as Pastor of St. Mary’s 
Parish in Kitchener. Fr. Toby will 
reside at St. Mary’s Rectory, 56 
Duke Street West, Kitchener, N2H 
3W7. The phone number for the 
rectory is 519-576-3860. The parish 
email address is: stmarykitchener@
hamiltondiocese.com. Fr. Toby's 
new email address is tcollins@
hamiltondiocese.com.

Fr. Daniel Lobsinger, CR ,  wi l l 
become the new Vocation Director 
for the Province and will serve as 
Associate Pastor at St. Mary’s. Fr. 

Dan will leave St. Agatha 

Parish in St. Agatha after eight years as Pastor. His 
address will be the same as Fr. Toby’s, and his email 
address will be Dlobsinger@hamiltondiocese.com. 
This move is also effective September 1st. 

Fr. Joseph deViveiros, CR will live 
with Fr. Toby and Fr. Dan and will 
work as Faith Animator for the 
Waterloo Catholic District School 
Board. Fr. Joseph will also continue 
to teach part-time at Regis College 
in Toronto. Fr. Joseph’s mailing 
address will be St. Mary’s Rectory, 
and his email address wil l be 
frjosephcr@hotmail.com. 

Fr. George Nowak, CR will become 
the new pastor of St .  Agatha 
Parish, leaving St. Mary’s Parish, 
where he has served for the past 
twelve years. Fr. George’s new 
address is St. Agatha Parish, 1839 
Notre Dame Drive, St. Agatha, 
N0B 2L0. The rectory phone 
nu mber  i s  519 -747-1212 . 
Fr. George will keep his current email address: 
o_jerzynowak@yahoo.ca .

Fr. Toby  
Collins, CR

Fr. Joseph 
deViveiros, CR

Fr. Dan 
Lobsinger, CR

Fr. George Nowak, CR

Profession of Vows
August 15th was a special day for Edward Sikora and Raphael 
Ma, CR. After completing his novitiate year in Chicago under the 
direction of Bishop Robert Kurtz, CR, Ed professed first vows in the 
Congregation of the Resurrection. Raphael Ma, CR, graduated from St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland earlier this year, and on 
August 15th renewed his vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. The 
ceremony was held at Resurrection College in Waterloo, with Very Rev. 
Paul S. Voisin, CR, Superior General, receiving the vows. 

Ed will attend St. Peter’s Seminary in London in September. Fr. Dan 
Lobsinger, CR will serve as his Rector. During this year of internship for 
Raph, he is living at St. Francis Parish in Kitchener. Fr. Tim Uniac, CR is 
serving as his Internship Director and mentor. Raph will participate in an 8 
day directed retreat, a 30 day directed retreat and a four month CPE course 
as part of his internship. On November 21st, he will profess final vows. This 
celebration will be held at St. Francis Parish. Thank you to Fr. Jim Donohue, 
CR, who served as Raph’s rector during his years in Emmitsburg.

We thank God for the gift of Ed and Raph to our community, and wish 
them both God’s blessings.

Raphael Ma, CR with Bishop Robert Kurtz, CR

Raphael and Ed listening during the vow 
ceremony
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Extended General Council 2018

The Extended General Council is composed of 
four members of the elected General Council 
– the Superior General Fr. Paul Voisin, CR, the 
Vicar and Econom General Fr. Evandro Miranda 
Rosa, CR, the Secretary General Fr. Jacek Praski, 
CR and the Postulator General Fr. Andrzej 
Gieniusz, CR, together with the elected leaders of 
each jurisdiction in the Congregation – Ontario-
Kentucky Provincial Fr. Murray McDermott, CR, 
USA Provincial Fr. Eugene Szarek, CR, Polish 
Provincial Fr. Krzysztof Swół, CR and South 
American Regional Superior Fr. Antonio Môtyka, 
CR.  

From Thursday, June 21 until Monday, June 25 
these eight Resurrectionists met in Rome to fulfill 
their mission as outlined in the Congregation’s 
Constitutions (article 90). This says that the 
Extended General Council is “an advisory body 
… to assist the Superior General in his concern 
for the unity and development of the entire 
Congregation”.  The heart of the council activities 
is the (written) report of each of its members on 
his particular responsibilities in the Province/
Region and Congregation, in particular how the 
Action Resolutions of the General Chapter 2017 
are being faithfully fulfilled.  The highlighting of 
various points of the Report began a sharing and 
discussion on the Report. Translations in English 
and Polish were spontaneously made available, 
and all Reports were available in both languages.  
Fr. Evandro, in his role as Vicar General, was the 
moderator of the council.

As brothers, the council members celebrated 
together the Eucharist each day in the language 
of the celebrant, with necessary translations of 
the homily.  Meal times and socializing in the 
evenings helped to balance the day, and allowed 
the sharing of fraternity.  As all members are 
familiar with Rome and the surrounding area of 
importance to our Community and our history, 
there was no need for excursions; however, on 
Saturday afternoon they attended a creative multi-
media theatre presentation on “Michelangelo 

and the Secrets of the Sistine Chapel – Giudizio 
Universale”.  On the Saturday, the Superior 
General even prepared an evening barbecue with 
one of his (according to him) special salads and a 
tasty dessert. 

The positive experience of an Extended General 
Council unites us in our service and leadership 
to the Congregation, and energizes us to continue 
working together for the common good of all 
Resurrectionists in living our charism and mission, 
and to continue working for the resurrection of 
society.

Our next Extended General Council will be in 
Chicago, USA, in September 2019.  Each year 
the Council is hosted in a different jurisdiction, 
allowing its members to see and witness the life 
and work of Resurrectionists in other parts of 
the world. This strengthens us as an international 
Congregation, and unites us around one common 
charism and mission. 

Members of the Extended General Council (from left): Fr. 
Antônio Motyka CR, Fr. Krzysztof Swół, CR, Fr. Gene Szarek, 
CR, Fr. Evandro Miranda Rosa, CR, Fr. Paul Voisin, CR, Fr. 
Murray McDermott, CR, Fr. Andrzej Gieniusz, CR and Fr. 
Jacek Praski, CR.  
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Vocation Ministry: A ministry for which I am grateful!

By Fr. Toby Collins, CR.

As I formally conclude seven years as Vocation Director for 
the Ontario-Kentucky Province to become Pastor of St. Mary's 
Parish in Kitchener, I look back on the joys and challenges of 
vocation ministry with much gratitude.  Here are five things that 
I would like to name as I take my leave:

1.  I am very grateful to my Community for entrusting me with 
this ministry on a full-time basis at a time when heavy demands 
are being placed on the members of our Province for other full-
time ministries.  The decision followed a series of meetings 
with the entire Province in which we decided that we would 
make more of a commitment to our future.  For the first time 
in decades we would give the task of promoting a culture of 
vocations the priority of becoming a full-time position. I believe 
it sent a message to many people that we wanted to live on and 
needed help to do so.  With an abundance of hope and optimism 
I mentioned to members of the Provincial Council that if 
we could attract even one new vocation to our Community 
during my time as Vocation Director it would be worth the 
commitment.  To date we have two men in formation - which is 
quite good for any Province of religious life these days!  Thanks 
be to God for inspiring them with a call to discern this vocation.  
And I am also grateful for their "yes" to discerning religious life!

2.  I am grateful for the prayers and support of my family, 
members of my Community, all of the lay vocation team 
members, and the many staff members of the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board, for their willingness to engage in various 
activities to help create a culture of vocations.  There were many 
pockets of enthusiasm that continue to grow and inspire others 
to help transform how we think about vocations, namely that 
all of the baptized are called by God to participate in Christ's 
mission in some way, shape or form. Also, that we all get 
to choose (or not) to listen to God's voice speaking to us and 
respond with our unique "yes" to whatever that is.  I think we 
still have a way to go in understanding how and why we might 
enter into this kind of prayerful discernment but I continue 
to be inspired by the ways people are listening to God's voice 
through participation in the sacraments, devotional practices 

Our two seminarians: Ed Sikora and 
Raphael Ma

Apostles of the Resurrection have supported 
the creation of a vocation culture right from 
its inception.

Special thanks to the Dunham Group and 
video editor Andrew Turski for helping us 
grow our on-line presence!
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such as adoration and the rosary, conversations with mentors 
and practicing Christian meditation.  In short, young people and 
their parents are still "dying to self " so that they might be truly 
open to a fullness of life that only God can imagine and align 
with their deepest desires.

3.  I am also grateful for those who helped our Province increase 
our ability to communicate online.  A very special "thank you" 
goes out to The Dunham Group for creating the platforms 
necessary to do this and for offering key insights to make our 
presence as a province known with modern technology.  It is 
true that the internet is only a first impression and that lasting 
impressions must be cultivated through personal contact.  That 
said, we sometimes forget that when we give our online presence 
the time it deserves we are also letting younger generations 
know that we are interested in their technology and ultimately 
in them. We cannot build the present or the future without our 
youth.

4.  I am grateful for the enthusiasm that the new Vocation 
Director, Fr. Dan Lobsinger, has around inviting men thinking 
about religious life to visit a community residence where we 
will have three Resurrectionists living together. Fr. Joseph 
deViveiros, Fr. Dan Lobsinger, and I are all excited about taking 
on some vocation related events together.  Along with other 
Resurrectionists, we have Fr. Tim Uniac and our seminarians, 
Raphael Ma and Ed Sikora, in the area to stop by at these 
vocational gatherings to eat and pray with us.  This is truly a new 
beginning of vocation promotion!

 5.  Finally, I am grateful to God for the personal conversion that I have gone through.  In promoting a 
culture of vocations and spending time on the often forgotten vocation to religious life, my ability to see 
God's presence at work in myself and others has deepened.  I have been so blessed to have heard many 
vocation stories that all contain inspiring and sometimes humorous tendencies that we all have to get in 
the way, and out of the way, of God's plans.  Despite our floundering in the midst of God's patient love, 
I remain convinced that if we dare to stand before God long enough, and take time to empty our hearts 
of love for passing things, God will fill it with new desires that will lead us to people and places where a 
certain "knowing" will connect us to the depths of our being.  It will lead us to a place inside where we 
will encounter a divine presence already in us saying, perhaps for the first time, "this is who you really 
are."

L-R: Fathers Dan Lobsinger, Phil Reilly, 
Michal Kruszewski, Toby Collins,  
Joseph deViveiros.

My late grandmother Mary Collins. Over 
many years she helped me to discover who I 
really am.  
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Where are They Now?

Severa l  Resurrect ionists  have 
changed residences in the past few 
months. 

Fr. Chester Chmurzynski, CR 
is  now l iv ing at  Resurrect ion 
Manor, suite 104. He moved from 
St. Joseph’s Parish in Brantford, 
where he had been residing with Fr. 
Adam Wroblewicz, CR. Fr. Chester 
can be reached at 519-772-2925.   
His email address is chesterchcr@
hotmail.com.

Fr. Ernie Varosi, CR has moved to 
Columbia Forest Long Term Care 
residence, 650 Mountain Maple 
Avenue, Waterloo, N2V 2P7. His 
phone number is 519-725-3679. 

Fr. Ray Reitzel, CR has moved 
across the street from Louis Hall to 
Resurrection Manor.  He is in suite 
301 and can be reached by phone at 
519-772-2941. His email address is 
rayreitzelcr@live.com.

Fr. Jim Valk, CR  fol lowed Fr. 
Ray from Louis Hall and is now 
residing at Resurrection Manor. He 
is in suite 212 and can be reached at 
519-772-2938.  His email address is 
padrecr@hotmail.com.

Fr. Fred Scinto, CR has changed 
suites at Resurrection Manor. He is 
now in suite 306. His phone number 
has changed to 519-772-2945.

7036123

Fr. Jim Valk, CR
Fr. Paul Voisin, CR 

Fr. Phil Reilly, CR
Ms. Patti Tusch 

Editorial team for 
The Resurrection Bulletin:

Please check out the Ontario-Kentucky Province’s 
website at www.resurrectionists.ca. If you would like 
to receive the Resurrection Bulletin by email, you can 
sign up on the website. Prayer requests are always 
welcomed and encouraged.

Fr. Chester 
Chmurzynski, CR

Fr. Ernie Varosi, CR

Fr. Ray Reitzel, CR

Fr. Jim Valk, CR

How You Can Help the Missions

Donations in aid of Resurrectionists 
working in the missions (Brazi l and 
Tanzania) will be gratefully received. 
It would be helpful if funds were not 
designated for a particular project or 
area; this would give the Congregation 
flexibility to use the money where it is most 
needed. Please make all cheques payable to 
Resurrectionist Missions and forward to:

Congregation of the Resurrection  
265 Westmount Road North  
Waterloo, ON N2L 3G7

Thank you for your ongoing support.


